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"Say what you said before," said Lucius, masterfully
standing before her.

"You can take me now if you want me."

He beat his breast in exultation of strength. "I'm yours,
all yours, Fulvia. I've burned out everything else. I'm
yours. Every drop of blood in my body is yours."

"I knew you would come back/3 she said, and rising,
placed her hands on his shoulders. "Shall I say yet again
what I have said?"

He shuddered and leaned over her to kiss her loose mouth.

" I THINK we ought to stay," said Gassius.

Servilia fluttered her eyelids nervously. She had done her
best to keep Brutus from meeting his sister Tertulla, for she
dreaded lest Tertulla would make some reference to Servilia's
confession of love for Caesar; but it had been impossible to
stop this conference at the house of Gassius. The conference
was necessary, and Gassius couldn't leave Tertulla. Brutus
had come with a strong guard, hastening down unfrequented
streets. Even during the lull before the advent of Marius it
had been highly dangerous for the two praetors to go outside
their doors; now the populace were growing rowdier daily
again. The stress had told heavily on both men; but as soon
as Gassius learned that Brutus wanted to leave Rome, he
saw only the arguments against such a step,

"Now that Antonius has executed Marius, things will
quieten down. More importantly, we know now that we can
trust Antonius."

"You said things would quieten down when the funeral-
riots ceased," said Brutus. "Then they got worse. Matters
like this go by waves, and each wave is worse. There'll be
. another lull now, and then a worse outbreak.*9

"I think Marcus is right," said Servilia with her air of
impartiality that annoyed Gassius; for she always used it to
support Brutus. *' There's no point in exacerbating the mob.
Now that Antonius has come out so splendidly for law and
order, there's no reason why you both shouldn't go. No
good will be done by staying. I'll negotiate with Antonius
and see that you both get worth-while provinces for next year.
Don't forget that Deeimus has been accepted by the army in.